A
European Cowboy
IN Pakistan

jﬁ;’ ShehnCBE

(7 Feb 2008)



Shehri-CBE

Shehri -Citizens for a Better Environment
IS a civil advocacy group
Involved In various issues related to the
protection and conservation of
natural and built environment
In Pakistan



Some success stories

AEstabl i shment Oversee Banmitde G A &0
@ublic Information Counter 6, t hus t ack]| |
corruption and establishing some transparency

A Demolition of Glass Towers illegal encroachment
on the notified road -widening of Clifton Road: this
action saved the road from being constricted

A Saving of 480 -acre Gutter Baghicha Park on
Manghopir Road: this is the largest open
recreational space in a low income congested area
of approximately one million inhabitants



Other success stories

A Demolition of apartment structure Costa Livina
In Bagh -e-Ibn -e-Qasim, Clifton park

A Saving from commercialization of over 25 bus -
depot amenity plots all over Sindh & Karachi

A Participation in numerous government
committees and fact -finding groups

A Increasing awareness about built  -environment
Issues, and rendering assistance to the judiciary



Makro-Habib Pakistan
Limited
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The Makro -Habib chain of store in Pakistan is a joint
venture between:

A SHV Holdings, NV, Netherlands (Total net sales in
2006 (i 15.1 billion)

A House of Habib Pakistan (one of the largest
Pakistani business conglomerates)



How a playground
was seized by Makro-Habib

AIn 1938,the5 -acre OWebb Ground?é
was leased by the cantonment/army authorities to
t he Kar achi Gr ammar Schoo
groundo for sports acti vi
children of the area as a playground
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A Inthe late1970s , most of Lines Area was
transferred to the City Government by the
cantonment/army, and a master -plan prepared
showing OoOWebb Groundo as a



How a playground
was seized by Makro-Habib

A On 19 December 2002, the Webb Ground plot,
whi ch had earl i er been arbi
by the Ministry of Defence without carrying out any
town -planning studies, was leased for 90 years to
the Army Welfare Trust (AWT), a military -business
(Milbus6) organi zation. at a tl
8 per square yard

A On 7 July 2006, the plot was sub  -leased by the
AWT for an initial period of 30 years to Makro -
Habi b, for the establi shmen:
departmental store



The fight against
the land grab

Aln response to Shehrids ing
Government reiterated its stand that this plot
remains a playground in their master -plan

AOn August 2007, an area res
|l nterest Litigationo camslike |1
and asks for re -instatement of the
playground/amenity plot. The Court requests
Shehri for assistance.

AOn 22 August 2007, the Cour
guood0 order. | n def Makm eHabibo f

continued construction
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Marko-Habib defying court orders
to stop construction work




Complaints of local residents

" Location of the store blocks access of ventilation
In the neighborhood

" Installation three large power generators results
INn severe noise and air pollution

' Since the construction of the store, sewage
overflows have become a regular feature in the
neighborhood

' The store has blocked direct access to a school
In the neighborhood resulting in great
Inconvenience to the parents/children

' The store has been built on land that served as
a playground for the children of the locality: they
have been deprived of this open, recreational
space



Cesspool & rubble caused by
M akrO' H ab i b (Date September 2007)




Makro-Ha b1 b 0 s
history of land disputes

Marko -H a b | larid sacquisitions have been
controversial and environment  -unfriendly
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the S.I.T.E was used, but a dispute still persists
on the payment of commercialization charges

A The attempted commercialization of a 10 -acre

amenity fruit garden plot

In Lahore has been

challenged by area residents and members of the

civil soclety.
A A dubious 8.5 acre land

deal on Sharah -e-Faisal,

Karachi has been reported in the press. The land
belongs to Civil Aviation and only be used for

airport -related activities
hypermarkets

- not'setting up



The Multinational Cowboy

Makro -Habib has blazed a trail of legal violations,
caused environmental degradation and has
willfully participated after being aware of the

relevant facts :

Allegal transfer of land

Allegal and unauthorized conversion of
land/zoning

MDefiance of court orders

Aviolation of the national environmental
regulations & compliance procedures

AEnvironmental degradation in the locality
Aduman rights violations




Could Marko
act this way In Europe?

A In Europe hypermarkets are generally only allowed
to be built in the suburbs. Why is Marko
establishing this 5 -acre store in the center of the

congested city?

A Could a public playground be forcibly converted to
a commercial store in Holland --- despite the
vehement protests of local residents and
environmental groups?



How can Makro-Habib
make amends?

A Makro -Habib ceases operations of its store
constructed on the public amenity plot, and
dismantles its facility so that the said plot can be
restored to its lawful status as a playground

A Makro funds a project for cleaning up of the area
adversely affected by the environmental
degradation caused by operations of the illegal
store



