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Locals, experts blame mmm$wwt
unchecked vertical growth mtemmﬁun's a n*ﬂ;?:l R
as pﬂhm seek to shift Eormer wu.;i‘%ml;s:nd social leader,
blame EABEF% b:fliw that the unplarmed
@ SYED ASHRAF ALLAND AMIR KHAN. o e
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system. She said that 20-25 years ago,
rmqumbad one of tl'ie most densely Liaguatabad mainly consisted of single-
pﬁpuhtedamstnthemmupgﬁmdw storey homes, Now, it has transformed
| of Karachi, [s currently s with its into a “concrete jungle” of three- to five-
dﬂapﬁam&mmmsamasﬁuﬂmﬂ storey bulldings, increasing the pressure
emanating from raw sewage makes thelife on basic infrastructure,
of residents miserable, Sana criticises the government for al-
Located in the heart of the megalopo- lowing such unchecked growth without
lis, this locality serves as a major hub for  proper planning, questioning how these
mrgommpnrtaﬁm H‘pﬂ:iall?a:nlght high-rises were permitted without upgrad-
However, the rapid growth and unchecked ing the required infrastructure.

have plit a huge pressure on its sewerage Laqguatabad's C41 Area, echoed the same
system, leading to its near collapse, As a concerns. She explains that streets origi-
result, many parts of Liaquatabad now mﬂwdﬁmﬂfﬂrmsingl&mhm
suffer from overflowing sewers, stagnant now host 200 housing portions, with the
‘sewage water, and stinking piles of gar- population in these streets ballaoning from
bage, making daily life challenging for 200 to 800. The outdated sewerage system,
residents. originally built to handle the needs of just

mmm v woiced 4o homes, is now overburdened, This issue
m,hmmﬂi& gmrmzmmt's Iswi&tpmdﬂmghnuﬂhqumhaﬁ af-
 megligence for the arating conditions fecting neighbourhoods such as €41, B,

iI'lﬂl.ElIlbﬁ]ftjl‘ Firdous Colony, Sharifabad, Bandhani
A mpmmmyﬂﬂh'f mwmm Colony, and others.
based oninterviews with residentsunder-  According to ' a local trader Umair

Farpogul,. Liaguatabad's bustling com-
mercial markets - featuring wholesale elec-
tronics, jewellery, clothing, and food stalls
- are also sufféering, The frequent sewage
overflows are affecting both businesses and
residents, as they must brave the stench,

- huumvr&lmedmemﬂnsmmﬁae filth, anl.‘lu.nka.l’e ‘streets fiooded with

WASTEWATET,

Saba Rehman, amﬁdmﬁm:mmhﬂ
No 3, added that the sewerage issue is dis-
rupting daily life, especially for children,
the eiderly, and women.

Despite electing representatives to ad-
dress such problems, no angible efforts
have been made to resolve the crisis, she
said.

Political tenisions have also surfaced in
the locality, Rameez Ahimed Khan, a local

muwﬂﬂnafmum-smﬂ'buﬂﬂings Antisha Niaz, a long-time resident of PEF worker, criticises the Jamaat-e-lslaml

{J1) representatives in the local government
for not addressing these issues.

On the other hand, Faisal Ali, an
MQM:-P representative, claimed that his
party’s initiative was actively working to
solve Liaguatabad's probiems. However,
Muhammad Junaid Ahmed of Jamaat-e-
1slami claimed that their representatives
are trying to improve conditions but are
facing ubstaﬂes in securing funds from
the Sindh governoent,

Urban planner Zahabia Khozema believes
that Liaquatabad's sewerage issues should

Liaquatab;d, a Stlnklng cesspool of sewage

not exist, given irs proximity to the Lyan
River and Cujjar Nullah, which could han-
dle the locality'’s wastewater.

She slammied the government for allow-
ing high-rise buildings withour proper
planning and called for an overhaul of
Liaquatabad's sewerage systerm. '

.Bhe also called for enforcing building
laws, and empowering local governments
mmmmrammrﬂedwﬂv

Dr Syerd Nawaz Alhuda, a regional plan-
ning expert, wamed that unplanned
vertical growth is worsening the situa-
tion: He pointed to census data show-
ing Liaguatabad's population had grown
from 449,497 in 2017 to 547,706 in 2023, He
stressed the need for comprehensive urban
phnning as the locality’s aging water and
sewerage systems pose huge risks during
rainfall, potentially leading to even greager
infrastructure failure,

Union Council 6 Chairman Syed Maoin
Abbashtadnialmach:mﬁrled@dﬂlemﬂn
on Liaguarabad’s sewerage system due o
iltegal constructions and everpopulation,

On their part, the KWSC officials added
that the situarion has worsened recently
due to heavy minfall, which caused a
48-inch sewerage line to collapse at-two
places. However, they assured residents
that repair work is nearly completed, and
the situation should improve soom,
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